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English translation: 

The future is not for nationalism 

Interview with the leaders of the Romania Libera Group 

 

During the time of the fascist dictatorship of World War II in Bucharest, illegally appeared the journal 

of resistance, titled Romania Libera (Free Romania). It is still existing among the central newspapers.  

A few years ago the illegal committee on human rights was established in Romania with the same 

name. Today, the Free Romania Group operates in Budapest. Its best known leaders are: Mircea 

Bajan geologist, Emil Iovanescu translator, Victor Urioc mechanical gardener. 

M.B.: The group is theoretically illegal, but let’s say it’s tolerated. 

- The goal of your operation? 

M.B.: Peacefully – with demonstrations, calls, protests – we fight for a democratic and free Romania. 

We fight against the dictatorship of Mr. Ceauşescu, and for respect for human rights in Romania. We 

believe that of the 30 points of the Declaration of Human Rights, none is complied with today in 

Romania. Moreover, we help the Romanian refugees, whether they intend to stay here, or travel 

onward. 

- If the majority wants to travel onward, does it make sense to operate here? 

M.B.: Of course, since this is primarily a political organization and we can’t remain idly if the 

opportunity arises to speak and do something. We organized the demonstration on August 23, on 

November 15, we attended the demonstration on June 27 at Heroes square… 

E.I.: …on October 6, to commemorate the martyrs of Arad, we placed a wreath decorated with 

Romanian and Hungarian national bands at the sanctuary lamp of Batthyány. We are currently 

negotiate with association Gabriel Bethlen, formed by Transylvanian Hungarians, about publishing a 

joint statement, which points out that in this absolutely impossible situation in Romania, the basic 

problem is not the nationality issue… 

M.B.:  My colleague wants to say, that it is not possible to solve the nationality issue, without solving 

the general problems of Romania. 

- How do you imagine the future of Romania after Ceausescu’s regime? 

M.B.: It will be very hard. We believe that maybe Hungary will have a large impact on the 

democratization in Romania, because they are neighboring countries, and because between the two, 

let’s say, territories there are very old connections. I didn’t say countries, because that inevitably 

refers to borders, and when we aspire towards a united Europe, it does not make sense to talk about 

them. If we already can not overtake the western integration of 1992, at least we should try to 

follow. But currently we only see that the iron curtain is shifting east… 

E.I.: I say, let’s forget, what happened before, and use this historical moment, that we here, in 

Budapest can do and try to do something. 



M.B.: There’s no need to forget, but to remember the faults of both sides to learn from them. To 

avoid them. Let me say it here, that the 40% of our members are Hungarian nationality refugees, and 

there are also among our members Germans, Slovakians, Serbians, Armenians, Gypsies, and of 

course, Romanians. 

V.U.: And all classes of society is represented, from professor to farmer. 

- How many members has the group? 

M.B.: More than 400. The 10 people registered in the inventory is the committee. 

- The editorial board is the only way, to speak to those who stayed at home? 

M.B.: This is only one opportunity. Our newspaper – the Romania Libera – also finds its way to the 

country, but we also sent the translation of the Declaration of Human Rights, on leaflets, because in 

Romania, people only have heard about these, but they don’t know… Our newspaper is published in 

150-200 copies since April 1988. 

- Is it published legally, with permission? 

E.I.: Not yet, but we would like to negotiate with a lawyer, if there is an opportunity for it. Because 

we know, that the Hungarian police is interested in where and how we produce it. 

-   The committee edits it? 

M.B.: There is an editorial board. Except us, who have came to the public with name, there are many, 

who remain in the background for security reasons. 

- Why is it needed? 

M.B.: We were threatened repeatedly, on telephone, we got a deadly threat also. 

E.I.: Ceausescu is very disturbed by our activity. In the west, last autumn formed the “sons of Avram 

Iancu” (Public leader, who fought against the Hungarian war of independence in 1848 – the editor) 

named terrorist organization, according to my opinion, with the help of the Securitate, whose aim is 

to prevent Romania and Hungary from coming closer. 

V.U.: Since Hungary accepts the refugees, there are more and more articles in the Romanian press, 

setting history unilaterally, with titles such as “Don’t forget!”. 

- This propaganda among certain circles and people, just has its effect. Aren’t you judged, because 

you turned to Hungary for help? 

M.B.: We all know, that Ceausescu incites to nationalism, as he is nationalist. But what can we expect 

from a person who is able to sell off a minority university, as he did – personally – in 1958, Cluj-

Napoca. Yet we know, that the very fact, that we are here and operating, had opened the eyes of 

many people. 

- How is the welcome in Hungary? 

M.B.: In general, people are very kind. But of course, there are counterexamples also. We are sorry 

for these, because their voices are greater, than the good examples’. When the behavior of the 



government is so democratic, it is incomprehensible, that for instance in certain churches the 

Romanian refugees are expelled. Even more, since Hungary and the Hungarian people – making a 

testimony of its political maturity – does not equate the government at Bucharest and the Romanian 

people. 

- What next? 

M.B.: We would like to cooperate with every government, organization, person, that accepts us as 

equal partners, that understands the tragic situation in Romania, and that is willing to help. 

E.I.: And we reject all forms of nationalism. 

M.B.: Yes, it is important. The future is not for nationalism, it is clear. 
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